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Social Care (Self-directive Support) (Scotland) Bill 

Keys to Inclusion 

1. Are you generally in favour of the Bill and its provisions? 
 
Yes.  As long as there is genuine choice and control for families, 
support to develop inclusive, local provision and the provision of 
advocacy when requested.  
 

2. What are your views on the principles proposed? 
 
We believe in co-production, with families as partners in developing 
support and the principles seem to make this possible - so we support 
them 
 

3. What are your views on the four options for self-directed support 
proposed in the Bill? 
 
It must be very clear what each of these mean in practice and they 
must be genuine options.  At the moment, parents often find that, 
although a direct payment is nominally on offer, the pot is so small and 
the restrictions and obstacles so great that it is an unsatisfactory 
option. 
 

4. Do you have any comment on the proposal that the self-directed 
support options should be made available to children and their 
families, together with the proposal that the degree of control a 
child may have over the process should vary with age? 

Taking into account the age of the child makes sense but should not 
detract from the fact that there should be support for a child to have 
some control / influence whatever their age or ability.  The child and 
family may benefit from support with planning to enable the best use of 
resources. 

5. Are you satisfied with the provisions relating to the provision of 
information and advice, together with those concerning the 
support that should be offered to those who may have difficulty in 
making an informed decision? 

The provision of information seems satisfactory but in practice there will 
need to be training for staff and there will need to be genuine options to 
allow real choice. 

6. Are you satisfied that the method for modernising direct 
payments in the Bill will result in the change that the Government 
seeks? 
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It is difficult to know because in our experience the local authority does not 
always respond effectively and direct payments have suffered due to lack 
of willingness to put aside resources and make them available freely and 
without significant strings attached.  In reality it is easier for a local 
authority to opt into a single provider of services for children than to 
administer direct payments for individual families, even though the former 
is often the expensive option. There need to be clear and definite steps to 
implement a plan and make local authorities accountable to deliver the 
vision and real change. 

7. Do you have any views on the provisions relating to adult carers? 

Direct payments have not, to date, enabled consideration of the needs or 
the wellbeing of the whole family, which is interdependent.  Provision 
needs to allow a plan for the family which takes into account immediate 
needs and future plans as well as the capacity of the family to engage with 
and manage the different options. 

Individuals’ responsibilities and risk enablement 

8. Do you agree with the approach taken by the Scottish 
Government not to place restrictions on who may be employed by 
an individual through the proposals in the Bill? 

There has to be support for families rather than restrictions.  Many parents 
do not want to be employers of one individual but they might know 
someone they trust (for instance an extended family member, currently an 
option prohibited by many local authorities) or they might want to pay a 
local provider (such as the new Buddy Bank being set up in Tweedale) and 
/or pay for extra staffing at a local after school club or other local provision.  
Or they may want a holiday.  Payments have to be flexible enough and 
support provided to allow people to work out their best option as a family 
or get together with others to come up with imaginative community options. 

9. Do you have any views on the assumptions and calculations 
contained in the Financial Memorandum? 

We agree that there will be transitional costs and the importance of culture 
change for staff cannot be underestimated.  When disabled children are 
more included in the mainstream, costs could and should be lower but this 
process will take time and resources as well as leadership and 
commitment are required to make positive and lasting improvements. 

10. Are you satisfied in the assessments that have taken place in 
regard to these matters and in the conclusions reached by the 
Scottish Government? 

We have not had time to look at this. 



SDS032 
 

11. Do you have any comments on any other provisions contained in 
the Bill that you wish to raise with the Committee? 
 

We hope that the bill will facilitate changes towards independent living, full 
citizenship, choice, control and ordinary lives. 

 

Keys to Inclusion 
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